The Earned Income Tax Credit 
Seven MYTHs
1. I EARN SO LITTLE, I DON’T OWE TAXES OR HAVE TO FILE A RETURN 
Even if you aren’t required to file a tax return, you can still qualify for the EITC. 


2. I DON’T HAVE CHILDREN


Single persons and married couples without children may still qualify for the EITC. 

3. I CARE FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE NOT MY OWN


Grandparents, foster parents and others caring for children may claim the EITC, if the children live with them for half the year. 


4. I RUN MY OWN BUSINESS


Small business owners and the self-employed are eligible for the EITC. “Earned Income” is what is left after deducting business expenses.  

5. I’M CURRENTLY UNEMPLOYED OR ONLY WORKED PART OF THE YEAR


If you had earned income at some point during the year, you may qualify for the EITC.
6. I’M AFRAID OF LOSING MY OTHER BENEFITS


The EITC does not usually count as income in determining eligibility for benefits like cash assistance, Medicaid, food stamps, SSI, or public housing. Contact your local Department of Social Services office to find out more.

7. I DON’T TAKE HANDOUTS

The EITC is tax law -- it is not about handouts or hand-ups. The tax system gives tax credits to the rich and poor alike. 
Call your IRS helpline at 1-888-906-9887 for a Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program in your community and have an IRS-certified volunteer prepare your taxes FREE.
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              Visit www.eitc-carolinas.org
 
  EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT
             YOU EARNED IT – CLAIM IT! 
EITC Carolinas is an initiative of MDC. 
