Dear [____]:
Many workers and their families are facing increased economic hardship this year due to the economic slowdown and the rising costs of necessities.   It’s therefore more important than ever that we help qualified families to claim the Earned Income Tax Credit, or EITC, designed especially to help people who work hard but still struggle to meet their families’ needs.  This year for the first time, workers in North Carolina can claim both the federal and a new state EITC.
[Your organization or agency name] is pleased to be part of an expanded effort this year to help distribute information about the Earned Income Tax Credit, or EITC.  This expanded EITC outreach effort is being spearheaded by the NC General Assembly and includes employer associations, state agencies and institutions, and community organizations.
The Earned Income Tax Credit is a both a federal and a N.C. state tax credit for working families earning less than $49,078  in 2011.  For a married couple with three or more children, the EITC can be worth up to $6,039.  Unfortunately, many eligible families fail to file for the credit either because they don’t know about it, don’t understand they are eligible, or don’t understand how to claim it with their federal and state tax return.   The result is that eligible working families in North Carolina lose more than $135 million each year.   Given the fact that most EITC dollars are spent locally, the lost stimulus to the state and local economy is significant.

 We are asking you to help spread the word to your full and part-time employees, your customers, and your clients.  Here’s how you can help:

· Distribute the enclosed [or attached if via e-mail] outreach flyer to your employees, customers, and clients. Post it in common areas such as lunch rooms, employee bulletin boards, etc.;

· Include the enclosed newsletter article in newsletters to employees, members, clients, and customers or send it to them via e-mail;

The Earned Income Tax Credit can make a real difference in the lives of working families.  We appreciate your support in this very important effort.  If you have any questions and/or would like to help the EITC Carolinas Initiative in this effort, please contact Lucy Gorham or Tiki Windley at 919-381-5802.  For additional outreach materials and EITC fact sheets that you can download, please go to the EITC Carolinas website at www.eitc-carolinas.org and go to the “What’s New?” or the Community Partners sections on the homepage where new outreach materials are posted.  
 Sincerely,

